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Afbrecht Dtirer, German L47L-t528
St. terome Penitent in the Wilderness,
ca. L496
Engraving

Jerome was a simple man who ran a monastery by day and
translated the Bible by night. In many works of art, Jerome
is represented as the ultimate scholar and penitent saint,
revered for his scriptural translations from Greek and
Hebrew into Latin. Additionally, Jerome is often depicted in
the wilderness because he fled to the desert to devote
himself to prayer. He lived during the fourth century but
was greatly popular during the medieval "Cult of the
Saints," a period when people were very interested in the
lives of the Roman Catholic Church's many martyrs. The
Cult of the Saints included widespread religious practices
related to devotion of saints and was most prevalent from
the late 5th century through the early 15th century. Diirer
includes some important iconographic symbols in this
engraving. The lion refers to a legend that relates Saint
Jerome's removal of a thorn from the beast's paw, thus
ensuring its faithful companionship. The saint kneels in
prayer, gazing at a tiny crucifixion emerging from the tree
stump in front of him. The rocky landscape, inspired by
Diirer's alpine travels and interest in his local Nuremberg
landscape, is as much a focus of the print as Jerome.

Rembrandt van Rijn, Dutch 1606-1669
St. terome Reoding, tsz+
Etching

Saint Jerome reclines above his faithful lion companion,
translating scripture. The Roman Catholic Church used his
Latin version of the scriptures, the Vulgate, fer centuries.
Both St. Jerome images in this exhibition present him as a
great theologian, but Rembrandt's rendering emphasizes his
scholarship while Dtire/s emphasizes his penitence. Both
artists seem to have been fascinated by Jerome and
depicted the saint many times. The comparison here
highlights Rembrandt's fondness for intimate emotional
scenes. ln this print, a gentle St. Jerome quietly
contemplates his manuscript. He appears to be enveloped
by his pastoral surroundings, not boldly placed in a rocky
landscape, as he is in Diirer's print. Drirer creates a powerful
scene by placing Jerome amid nature's harsh realities and
rocky edges. Rembrandt lets nature gently embrace the
scholar in a quiet, intimate setting.
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o(L MUSEUM RECEIVES IMLS CONNECTINGTO COLLECTIONS BOOKSHELF GRANT

The museum, thanks to the efforts of former curator Amanda Dyer, is pleased to be the recipient of an Insitute for Library and
Museum Services grant. The Connecting to Collections Bookshelf is a set of informative, practical resources to help the nation's
museums and libraries sustain our heritage. lt includes a "core collection" of publications such as Heritage Preservation's Field
Guide to Emergency Response, and the Emergency Response ond Solvage Wheel, and the National Park Service's Museum
Handbook Purt l: Museum Collections. The grant also includes publications for nonliving collections, such as Margaret Holben
Elfis' Ihe Core of Prints and Drawings, and Photogrophs: Archivol Core and Monogement, by Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler and Diane L.
O'Connor.

Other partners in the Bookshelf grant are the American Association for State and Local History, the Henry Luce Foundation, the
Getty Institute, Heritage Preservation, and the Kress Foundation. And thank you, Amanda, for writing this application.

Dr. Michael Collins and Calvin Smith A youngster discovering Clovis secrets
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The Temple Chamber of Commerce has just published Historic Temple: An ll lustroted History, by local author and historian Patricia

K.  Benoi t .  Wonderfu l ly  i l lust rated wi th images f rom the Temple Publ ic  L ibrary,  the Rai l road and Her i tage Museum and the

Cannon/Benoi t  Col lect ion,  the book is  a r ich compi lat ion of  local  h is tory.  l t  a lso inc ludes h is tor ic  prof i les of  Temple businesses,

reta i ls  for  534.95,  and is  avai lable in  the Museum Store.

Great attendance! A replica of a detail of the Gault Site
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(JJPlease join usl Take part in preserving the rich history of the Bell

County region by joining the Friends of the Museum Association.
Your membership allows us to continue award-winning
programming through exhibits and educational activit ies that
enhance our county-wide community. Benefits of membership
inc lude d iscounts in  the museum bookstore,  inv i ta t ions to specia l
events, and the satisfaction of knowing that YOU are an important
part of the preservation of Bell County and Central Texas history.
Together, we make oLtr community great!

Yes! I want to support the Bell County Museum
by becoming a member of the Friends of the
Museum Association.

tr

l-l $l-o student

fl $25 rriend

fl $50 Family

U $75 Advocate

tr $1oo Patron

tr $250 Partner

tr $500 Associate

fl $rooo+ Benefactor
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