
MaylJune 2OO9
Volume 17, Edition 3

www.bellcountymuseum.org

museummuslngs
t rai ls.  rai ls.  texas tales.

Inside this issue:

o 4Qu6 Pasa?

. Memberships,
Memoria &
Honoraria

. The Inspired
Line:
Rembrandt and
D0rer

o Recent
Acquisitions

. Garage Sale &
Perennial Plant
Sale

TIIE GAULT SITE
A WEALTH OF NEW ARCHAEOLOCICAL EVIDENCE

BELL COUNTY MUSEUM I  BELTON,  TEXAS

lsn't the logo for our new exhibit beautiful? Created by Presley Design Studio, we love it!
Fabricators are hard at work putting the finishing touches on this project, which has been
rescheduled to open on Saturday, June 6, 2009, from 2-4 p.m. Dr. Michael Collins, archaeologist
at the Gault Site, will speak at 2:30 p.m. Flintknapping and atlatl demonstrations will be held,
and the museum's archaeology pits will be open for youngsters to conduct mock excavations.
The museum will even serve "Clovis" cookies!

The Gault site has been home to human beings for over 13,000 years. Strategically located
streamside in the Balcones Ecotone (the boundary zone of the Edwards Plateau and the Black
Prairie and Coastal Plain Ecozone), the Gault Site provided abundant food resources for early
peoples. This rich ecotone enabled early peoples to forage the uplands for the plants and
animals found there as well as the stream valley where different kinds of plants and animals
were found.

Just as important as the wealth of food sources, however, is the seemingly endless supply of
chert at the site, which was readily crafted into tools and weapons. To date, the Gault Site
excavations have uncovered almost 2 million artifacts; 500,000 to 700,000 of these are from the
Clovis period (13,300 to 12,900 years ago). The analysis of this material provides archaeologists
with a unique look into the lifestyles of the earliest people in Texas and, by extension, the
earliest people in the Americas.

The new exhibit will feature large murals, discovery drawers, microscopes, and the new film,
"The Gault Project: An Adventure in Time," funded by the Texas Historical Foundation. Also
included in the exhibit is a plaster bust reconstruction of an adult male skull found at the Horn
Rock Shelter in Bosque County. The remains of the male and that of a young girl were found near
the bottom of a limestone rock overhang and were dated by Carbon-14 at almost 10,000 years
old, making them one of the few occurrences of "in sitn" Paleoindians in the Americas.
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THE INSPIRED LINE:

SELECTED PRINTS OF ALBRECHT DURER AND REMBRANDT VAN RIJN

from the Thrivent Financial Collection of Religious Art

RTCEruT AcOUISITIoNS
Henry Kiper "Ki" Allen, Jr. has donated a 1916 map with notations by Dr. Alex Dienst to the museum. Dr. Dienst
(1870-1938) was a dentist in Temple by vocation and a prolific writer, historian and collector of historical artifacts by
avocation. He served for three years as president of the Texas State Historical Association, and also as the president
of the Bell County Historical Society. In the Story of Bell County, Texos, Marie Surghnor Malsbary wrote, "Dr. Dienst
created one of the most remarkable libraries anywhere in the country. His Texas valuables took him more than 40
years to collect and contained more than 50,000 documents worth more than S200,OOO from originals of the earliest
records of the Spanish and Mexican dealings with Texas, to the governorship of Dan Moody." The map was
purchased in the late 1950s from another prominent historian, Dayton Kelley. We appreciate this gift by Ki and the
rest of the Allen family.

The Bell County Museum is pleased to announce that it will be hosting an exhibition of prints by the extraordinary
artists Albrecht Dlirer and Rembrandt van Rijn. The lnspired Line: Selected Prints of Albrecht Diirer and Rembrondt van
Riin will be on view June 20 through August 8, 2009. The exhibition is made possible by the Friends of the Museum
organization, the Bell County Museum Association, Inc., The Texas Commission on the Arts, and the National
Endowment for the Arts. lt is organized by ExhibitsUSA, a national division of the Mid-America Arts Alliance.

The exhibition illustrates how two different masters, one 15th-century German and Roman Catholic, the other 17th-
century Dutch and Protestant, created the same biblical themes but with unique differences.

Although Albrecht Dtirer (German, L47L-t528) and Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn (Dutch, 1601-1669) created their
artwork a century apart, connections between their prints are significant, intriguing, and often remarkable. The
lnspired lrne consists of 40 prints and provides an opportunity to view the religious works of these great masters side by
side and consider the historical contexts, religious backgrounds, and aesthetic approaches of each.

At a young age, Dlirer was trained as a metalworker by his father in Nuremberg, Germany. Later, Diirer applied the
same exacting methods to his woodcuts and engravings. His strong admiration for Leonardo da Vinci and the ltalian
Renaissance led him to become known as the father of the Northern European Renaissance. Though Dtirer was Catholic,
he was encouraged by an enthusiastic patron to befriend chief figures of the Protestant Reformation, an act that
involved him in religious controversy until his death.

Rembrandt, who began his career as a scholar, imbued his portraits with psychological depth and masterly light and
shadow. At the height of his career, he was the most successful artist of the Baroque Era in Holland, a time of great
prosperity. A lifelong member of the Dutch Reformed Church in a predominately Protestant country, Rembrandt
received no church commissions; rather, his patronage came from the thriving middle class. He was a highly
accomplished etcher who created unique, profound interpretations of biblical stories.

Both artists rendered multiple scenes of Jesus' life and other New Testament stories, and prints of these biblical themes
are especially strong in this collection. Viewed together, the works illustrate the differences in aesthetic movements and
religious influences of their times, yet by sharing a subject matter, they are ideal counterpoint images.
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UJPlease join usl Take part in preserving the rich history of the Bell

County region by joining the Friends of the Museum Association.
Your membership allows us to continue award-winning
programming through exhibits and educational activit ies that
enhance our county-wide community. Benefits of membership
include discounts in the museum bookstore, invitations to special
events, and the satisfaction of knowing that YOU are an important
part of the preservation of Bell County and Central Texas history.
Together, we make our community great!

Yes! I want to support the Bell County Museum
by becoming a member of the Friends of the
Museum Association.

tr

tJ $10 student

E $2s rr ieno

tr $50 Family

tr $75 Advocate

fl $1oo Patron

tr $250 Partner

fl $500 Associate

J $1000+ Benefactor

/ah'd,:
MaryBelle & Tom Brown * JoAn & Doug Dillard

Bettye & Frank Harlan * Mary Jo & Jesse Harris
Judy & John Hutka * Juanita Jones *Tom Normand

Aida & Wesley Riddle

7ant4:
Raye Virginia Allen * Susan & Hon. Joe Carroll

Hon. & Mrs. J.F. Clawson, Jr. * Noelle & Jon Dula
Johanne & Vic Gillett * Virginia & Sheryl Goodnight

Betty & Mickey Goolsby * Judy & David Hundley
Bea & George Mclendon * Mary & John Odom

Sean K. Proctor * Wanda & Will iam Sudlow
Jane & Mickev Wade

4dtmle:
Maren Palmer

?atwtt
David Casto * Claudia & Bill Clark * Kathy & Ted Floca

Mary & Dr. Will Long * Kathy & Griff Lord
Woman's Study Club, Holland * Athalie & John Southard
Wanda & Dr. Jack Weinblatt * Barbara & Thomas Yarrell

?anttsc:
Adelaide Colwell * Heidi & Dr. Glen Couchman

Dennis & Ann Turk * Marianna & Dr. Raleigh White lV
(honoring Stephanie Turn ham)

8ea4a4o't:
Barbara Pollock & Carol Mouch6

Camilla & Don Gidden

IN MEMORYOF:

Bob Burleson
Dy

Bell County Judge & Commissioners,
PegS/ Dillard & Gloria Ramos

Maryette Clifton
Kathy & Ted Floca

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fulwiler
Kathy & Griff Lord

Stephanie Turnham
Margaret & Mike Williamson

Mabel & Harry Blair
by Mary Lapwing

Frank Cannon
by Mary Nell & Joe Pirtle

William A. Lan$e
by Bell County Judge & Commissioners,

Peggr Dillard & Gloria Ramos

Thomas Lapwin{
by Mary Lapwing

Marie Pickle
by Jim & Enid Dickson

Claydene Hoge Steakley
by Stephanie Turnham

Nelda Townsend
by Sue Mayborn

Charles Turnbo
by Amanda & Chris Dyer

Claire Wells
by Stephanie Turnham

qay aae saLe awd PeyewwLaL PLawt s aLe-

We are thr i l led to announce that our annual Big Bel l  County Garage Sale landed 511,307.00 for museum
programs! We are thankful for these proceeds, and for all of those who gave of their time to help us.

We are also pleased to announce that,  due to our prol i f ic perennials,  we wi l l  be sel l ing their  of fspr ing
every Saturday in May. Stop by and purchase, for a suggested donation, Mexican feather grass,
kalanchoes, sage, and morel Thank you, Dave Spriggs, our gardener.


